associated with the Board of Education, as opposed to the other universities. Other universities had otononom, but only we associated with Minister of Education. I remember the most two powerful candidates, the deceased Professor Rükmettin Öğütman and Professor Hurşit Ertuğrul, were walking around, arm in arm. Possibly because they believed that "they are finally free". Professor Ertuğrul won the elections. Do you know why? One night, Professor Öğütman had received a phone call and he was asked about his political views. He was a very serious, hard working, less concessive, honest, systematic, less tolerant, highly scientific and a very respected professor -and his response was "I will follow Atatürk's path". Guess who was elected? Professor Ertuğrul -as he was a peaceful gentlemen getting along with everyone, and he was an honest, smart and wise friend. Furthermore, he was from the Black Sea Region -a native of Çamlıhemşin! During the first years of Eskişehir Anadolu University, before it was merged with (taken down by) Eskişehir Faculty of Economics and Commercial Sciences by YÖK in 1983, some of our faculty members were from Hacettepe University Medical Faculty as per 40-a (b?). As a senate member, I joined a meeting of Anadolu University at Hacettepe and there I had an intensive discussion with Professor Yunus Müftü, regarded stand-in son of Professor İhsan Doğramacı. All the faculty members were rather old, and I had been a professor for five years: We were having a lunch altogether (1980-1981?) . From my back, one of the older faculty members very gently put his hands on my shoulders and he advised to the other faculty members (not to me) to "Follow their elders' advice". All faculty members (but me) stood up and I realized that Professor Doğramacı had arrived. Apparently, he was notified right away. I gently turned back and said "Dear Professor, we carefully listen to our elders, but we still have our own way."
In conclusion, the stories I have told do not involve the ruling presidents of republic, prime ministers or any political party. Considering the history, you can draw the parallelism. History represents the laboratory results before us and based these results, we [do not/cannot] decide on our fate.
Bilgin Timuralp Editor in Chief
Eskişehir-Turkey
